Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 DACCA 00510 311147Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EA-07 ISO-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-00 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 
SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /064W 

311349Z 121708/46 

R310855Z IAN 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DACCA 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3396 

INFO RUSBTA/AMCONSUL CALCUTTA 3946 

AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 

AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 

USLO PEKING 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE DACCA 0510 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PFOR, BG, CH 
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1 . A TEN-MEMBER PRESS DELEGATION EROM THE PRC 

HAS BEEN TOURING BD ON A GOODWILL MISSION FOR THE PAST 
ELEVEN DAYS. THE TEAM, WHICH ARRIVED JANUARY 21 AND 
IS LED BY EAN EA-YUAN, CHIEF EDITOR HSINHUA DAILY, 

HAS VISITED CHITTAGONG, KHULNA AND MYMENSINGH. THE 
DELEGATION HAS BEEN LAVISHLY WELCOMED BY REPRESENTATIVES 
OF THE BD GOVERNMENT AND PRESS AND THE CHINESE TEAM HAS BEEN 
GENEROUS WITH PRAISE EOR ALL THINGS BANGLADESHI. AT EVERY 
OPPORTUNITY, THE DELEGATION HAS REITERATED CHINESE SUPPORT 
FOR BANGLADESH ON THE ISSUE OF FARAKKA. THE CHINESE HAVE 
CONTINUALLY EXPRESSED ADMIRATION EOR THE BANGLADESHI 
ATTEMPTS "TO RESIST HEGEMONISM" AND "TO PROTECT STATE 
SOVEREIGNTY." THE PRESS DELEGATION ALSO HAS EXPRESSED 
APPROVAL FOR THE BDG'S EFEORTS TO DEVELOP THE RURAL 
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ECONOMY. AS FAN SAID AT ONE POINT: "WE HAVE LERNT MANY 
THINGS EROM THEM." THE BANGLADESHIS, ANXIOUS TO RECIPROCATE 
THE SUPPORT AND PRAISE, HAVE NOTED THEIR ANCIENT TIES OF 
FRIENDSHIP WITH THE CHINESE AND POINTED OUT THE MUTUAL 
STRUGGLE EACH COUNTRY HAS WAGED AGAINST EXPLOITATION. 

2. COMMENT: THE PRESS DELEGATION HAS HAD NO OTHER PURPOSE 
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THAN TO SPREAD GOODWILL AND THAT THEY HAVE DONE IN LARGE 
MEASURE. THE EIRM AND CONTINUOUS SUPPORT EOR BANGLADESH, 

COME JUST AS THE EARAKKA TALKS STALLED HAS GIVEN SOME 
CREDENCE TO ZIA'S STATEMENTS THAT BANGLADESH HAS ERIENDS 
WHO WILL STAND BY HER. 
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